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THE NESOPOTAMIA CAMPAIGN IN T& WORLD PIAR. 

I. GEBERAL .DESCBIFTION OP Tti COUNTRY. 
-\ 

1. Extent and’Geographic Lccati’cn.. ~(Slide No. 1). 
Mesopotamia in 1914, was that part of the Turkish Empire which 

lay betTeen the Armenian plateau ‘and Kurdistan on the north and the 
Persian Gulf on the south: 

2. Climate. 
The climate is one cf extremes and very unhealthful. The 

temperature varies from 1200 (Fahr.).tc nkll below freezing. 
The rain on the Mesopotamia ,plain near,ly all falls betwaen 

Octcbcr and April and has little to do eith the high floods in April 
and Hay which are caused by the melting snows in the mountains. 

The very frequent occurrence of mirage had an important eff+ct 
on nilitary operations, interfering Fith reconnaissance, cbscrvaticn of 
fire; a.nd-visual signalling. 

3. Topography. (Slide NC. 2). 
The one outstanding topographical fcatu1.e is the Euphrates and, 

Tigris River system. -In ~Lcwer-Mesopotamia this basin is a flat fea~ture- 
less plain, ganerally belos the high flood level of the rivers. In 
Up&v Mesopotamia the,basin is a more or less undulating, treeless plain 
with here and there low ranges of hills. ,~ 

4. Communications. (Slide NC. 3). 

a. Railroads. 
In 1914 the only railroads within Mesopotamia nere 74 miles 

of tiic Baghdad Railroad which ha&been completed betxvcsn Baghdad and 
Sa+rra and a 60 cm. line connecting Baghdad aith the Euphrates near 
Falluja. 

b. Roads. 
Such,rceds as existed before 1914 were unmetalled and for 

,the @eater ,@rt, without. bridges. 

c. Rivers. 
” ‘The rivers tiere universally regarded as the best means of 

tr&el,~ but'they werb subjected to violent floods, and stages of low 
water, which without a modern system of improvement’ and maintenance made 
their navigation vary difficult and required special types of river craft. 

d. Ports. 
B-. 62 miles from thesea, was in 1914 the best port in 

Mesopotamia f,cr accommodating c,ceanigcing’ships; hcrevar, it lacked 
most of the essentia,ls for a military base. The ground was water-logged 
and flooded during hi&water. Ocean-going ships ware unloaded in mid- 
stream into native boats which then drifted with the current until they 
could ba poled ashore. .~ 
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5. Products. 
Vbil* inlJhpei- Meeopot.mia, t,l,x rainfall: is sufficient for 

agriculture, in ‘L&&r ‘%scp&amia irrigation mist be dcp&dsd upon, jilt 
. cc i:,‘.,,,. :., 

until $aghdad fell into their hands in Llnrch, 1917, the British were 
unable to exploit the local resources. :;, 1 .,~ ,;.y: . . ..~. ._ 

About 26 miles southeast of”Shristlr.arc.-‘t~e.d.iI ficlC&oi?ii?d-‘- *” 
, 

by the Anglo-P:-rsian. Oil. Company,. p-e oi3, Js, @.ppd south,wrst ,,,,, 1.9 miles, 
to the:.rr?fin%‘y on the Abadan Isla,nd -in- th&‘Shjtt-‘a.l Arab. : 

.,: ,.~ .; 
II. FTC8 PIP& PiX4SS OF MILIT.ARY GP?FWIONS. 

_ 
,: _ c ‘.. ., ‘, 6 

1. Gsneixl Statement. -- 
.[i?le ,piscussio,n of., .th.ie campaign: xC1.l be diyided. into ‘tno phases, 

., : 

In the first p),pse, extending to the, surrandor of. Gpnwal T.pmnshend~g ,,,:. i ..: 
force ,.at.:Kut :i.n&ril+ 191Gi you vi,11 see t’he result of a,tt,emptjng 
extc:ns.ive. military. op?rat.ions. ni-thout: adoqqtc provision ta.,i,nsure th? : 
necessary sv.p~l~~,,.,,rspla~cPments.,. and o~e~cuations. ., 

5 r .T’., .Flhiln ,j~,,tho..second phase’.you will. see whe.t can .be ~accomplishcd 
in an nndcvelop,eJ ~ount~~:::by- a modern, militaqr force provided money,. .time 
and mon ere utilized in building up and msint+ning, the: me,ans and . . . 
facilities rcouircd. 

..,.. '. Tw- days ,b,?fore Great. 9ri tai-n,.doclared Par on. Turkey,:. November :“, 
5, 191.1.: fipn transports, ,vi.th,a ,sma,ll~ naval.~escort ,, were off the bar of: 
the, ,Shatt. al Arab,, ,,:. Tnis,~:$orce;,a .reinforced. :br,iged,c, ,178s .undor ..Gonoral -; 
Dalarnain, whose instructions from the. ~Ipdian- Government nere, in part ,. 
as follows: 

“(1) The role assigned to your fo.rce is~+ttof denonstrat.& 
at the head of the Pcrsia~n Gulf. x x x .x 

(2) you ,prill, .oc,cupy. Abadap ,Islan$ rith, the’ object of :- 
(?) Pr&iifixi~ $ici 0rl”~‘efiI1~~rir~,‘t;ji~s, end pipe line. 

~,’ (b) .Cov,,i,n~:,‘~~~,:I,~:~~ing, ,oS;.~eil?.for~~?rn~?.nts, should’ th$-,, 
be rcquirod; 

‘., ,, : 

(c) Assuring the local Arabs of our support against’!%rkey. 
7. x x x x x. 
.(7) In theevent of, hostilities ,-fith Turkey,, the remainder of 

the ‘&th 1oona Division is’%‘ing! h;?i’d”ih ‘r.&+$nes,$’ $0 support” your ::o,rce,, . 
and -Till follovf a.8 ouickly as possible. 

In the meantime you :vill teke such military and.political 
actign as you think feapi.bl,e: to ,stre~gthe,n, your.,,pos,ition, and, if 
possible’occupy Dasrn.‘! ,~;I ‘..: ‘:. :,: :, ,i 

I 

: tie ,Er&$sh fgrc~s”i.li’~~qhis~~ot~~~~~] pt ‘f$iG .iime, ~,vere’ th&gt ‘,,‘l 
tb a’e’ about lb;000 regui;‘r ‘t:ro;~~ijg;;:‘~~ici?.‘t~~*.~ncciuhdn. of reshrvists 
might increase to 15,000 men, over a half of Thorn it was estimated 

r 

could be concentrated in Dasra. .,. 
There was a ,smal’i’ T&&i for& ;:’ ;’ ~~ In’ e~iTc$~G.ind. t.hn villege.Fno, , i ,, _ ;,, 

which ryithdrew upon, being $.$li’ed,by’ th’<“li++;‘- ‘3iebrigad.i ost’abli.shod~~’ ” 
n 

a camp at Sanniya, ‘&$,&q&&~‘&n &tk$& 62 i&e-. &thb&t and mss’ 'joiL&;ldby" ‘I 
the: r:rnaindor of the”& ‘~~~;~r,io;l’;i’~d~.~‘;:rGcn?‘r?i.;’8~~rett, s-ho. received,:,‘: 
&finite instructions ‘that his ,objectivrl ‘&s”Besie’:” T’ne Turks, driyen 
from their positions at Saihan end Sahil, absndonnd Bnsra, which the 
British et once occupied. 



, 

.: ;-: . . ‘~ 

.Notwithstn:nding, that the ships had l&n landed i< India- ~yithoiit 
‘&ch reference’ to’ ‘the’~‘~brder inwhich ‘the suppli.?s would ‘b;t”requirod in 
Mssonotamia , or to ahe difficulties cf u.nldnding’.~~ith improvised fn-cil’i- 
ties’: ‘Grn-rsl Berrctt,,‘bv’ the and of Nov&b?r he,d establi’shnd in, c-s, 
with.tcnts, ,baggnge’end supply services beginning to function; a force 
which consisted. of 1 regiment of covelry.~5 better,ies~ of”prtillery, 13 
battn,lions of infcntry. and. some dapper’ and m~odicel units’;’ ,/. 

tiie~, 9l’t.a: of Slifitti a.1 A&b was ‘high and. her local polit,ica~l:prcdomin~nce 
secmf?d sufficient to assure the.innnbdiate. .encurit:i of .the oil industry. 
H~~ovnr , Sir Percy Co?, political advisor to~Gen-rel Barrett end ‘vith 
hi.s, conseyt ,.,,.;i.n~:a~~~piiv~tet?,im~s,so.~e ‘to the viceroy, a.t once brought up 
the ,questzon (of, an ndwnce on, Baghdad.. ‘, A qnesti.on rrhich: rcas to be lh?ssed 
back end forth fcr men:, months, not:O’nlv.betnnnn’~~oaopotRmia, ~India, and “, 
London,. but also botwenn.,‘the ._, num+rous ‘politi,cel :and military offioials in 
those ple,ccs~. An einezing-mount, .of oorrespondence resufts, but for the ‘. 
purJ~oskq...Of this’peper ‘it. ~$11 ::a?. suffici,cnt to .ndtn .thrt the’ complicated 
gOVWnmnnta1~ prganisatfo’n c&t,rplling .,the. ?6eb,opcitamie camp&n, et this 
time, affords en excell,ent,.il?ufitsatibn bf’ho~..poli.ticel end military : 
advice and responsibilit,y must. be s,implif$nd o,nd”prop,:rly balanced in. 
govnrnnc.ntnl ~organize,ti:o,n ,if, ,.soand. xia.tio&l polici~ns ~,l-re tom result. :,; 

,~ /.’ 

4. The~occu~a~t~ion of Qur-a; ,.‘1’ ,?- 

In. order’ to~arovide. droot=r~.sitcu:ri~rJ~ for-his force. General 

some strategical 
importance. .,i,. ., ..: ] .,::.,- .i’. 

.:,,.,. ,( ,., ..’ ,,;.: .,, ::“: ” ., j ,,,.,. 
5. .The,8Twki.sh&tkr Offensive,. 

” Within the four months following the ,,capta.re of. @,irna ,” .&he 
desire to ful1.y protect the oil $nt.ereqt.‘.(the .%ofl l&or? line-having been 
cut in Peb,xniary).i’ thQ-increasi~~~.~i;dicotions ‘o’i en eerl:~ Turkish counter 
offensive; ;and::the desire t,Q hold,Persis end’the’..4i:sb <tribes amenable .t’o 
British influencg_reluct.~ntry, compelledthe sending of some: 14,000 
reinforc&ents; which’with the errivnl at Pas+, onApril 9. of~Gpnorn1 
Sir John Nixon,: wre to be orgnnised into~ the II I.ndian. Army Co’r$s of : 
two divi.$i&si:,the 6th end 12th. This force, 25 Infantry Bnttelions,‘:.sas 
dlspersed’at this timc’betmen,n Ahwas, Qurne, Sheiba end Basra. 1: 

Two ds:rs after Gsnnral Nixon’s 
Shaiba. (Slide No. 6). 

wriva’l ‘the Turks attacked a:$:. 
The ,atteck was definitely ‘repulsed. A British 

counterntta,ck drove the Turks,.from the immediate vi’cinity of Sheiba and 
finnll:I from their position in Bnjisiyn woods, ‘in a ~dYsord82rly rntront 
to become a rout when harassed by their late Arab allies, while the 
exhausted British-were unable to pursue. 
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6. General Nircn assu-I-S thn offensive. -__---.-- 
a. His :Instrwtjon& ----__ 

BriefI.:?. Wneral Nixon’s instructions ners to: 
Cont;ol~thn Basra District and such portions of adjacent 

territories es might affect his operations: secure thn srfety of the 
foil in&try’; aid submit;plans for tha cffnctive occupation of the 

‘. BasFa District a& for R subsequent +%d%nce bn Ilaghdrd. 
” General Nixon repding into the instructions a change in 

‘the MosopdtomiPn policy, assumed the offensi+e; 

b. herations in Arabiatan. (Slide~No. 3) 
First he decided to expel.the.%rks from Persian Arabistan 

and &aced General Corringc in comnd of contemplated operations. These , 
wsi: suzcesnful and by June 13, .: .I oil was agrin flowing i~n’the pipe line. 

c; .Tne %&ire of ~Amara. (Slide No. 5) 
Operations progressing satisfrctorily’in Arabistan, Gon~al 

~Nixon t&nnd his atteniion td his cent&r and directed Gcnrral Tovnshond, 
comm?nding ‘th8 6th Division, to’ occupy ~L?Iara. ” 

T&e territory north of Q&i%%, was in flood. The enemy, 
_ “Y 5 battalidns, 10 -guns ,and~abdu$ 1,800 .Arab’irr,eylars; were occupying 

a nwnb’nr “of int’redched ‘positibn&astride ,the Tigris, and rising as (~ islands in ‘the’fiooded’&rs&. ..Die Ti,gris wa.s’ obstructed and mined. A 
Turkish @inboat &s in.e\lppo+t;” General T&&head ad;ance$ hiss lichht 
guns one raft& and”his: irif&fitr$ in ;nbei~ltis”; a native river bo3.t 
similar to a @tidola. $u$pqrtea, b.9 he?vp :&$ in’ $iace, near. QuTna and 

‘by the NaLtil~ Plotil’ia, ‘the amphibious: att’ack >wcis a- cbmplete ,~u~cess. 

.The Turks Bba.ndc&d tlieir ‘pbsiti.otis:. P&r&& bp %he Naval Flotilla. 
the retreat became a rout and on the ~fourth .F?~ (June. ,3), .General 
Townshend, with somn 41 men, landed .qd’+%l,p$ ,the ,surY&der of Aura. ,. I~ 

,:: . d; ‘The Canttire of ~Nasiriya. (Sl.ide No. 9); 
Another &ohibious expedi.tYoti’ ~as”orga,nizeii“a~’ ,b&, this 

time under General Gorringe. Hs vas directed, t~‘a~&$y Ii&i<&-% on the 
_ .~ Euphrates. Little’ d.iffi&ify +a,% sxp&ri&@d’&tii the Turks. were 

locdted. in S strong positibn astride, :the,:E$hrates about:, 7 &$le$ below 
N&iri:la.’ 

The Turks put’up’a stubborn rksistsnco for over~,‘tno we&s 
but :vre finally overcome, the positions carried, and Nasiriy& occupied 
July 25: _ 

e:B&ittle of Kut”.and the Occupation ok AziG.? ($lj&e No. 3) 
General Nixon now held points on the’F;uphra.t,es~and,Tigris 

iOO’&iles from the sea and vith forces half that’,distencn Up the Karun, 
.cw?tainly’encl&ed an area’ to hold which might will’ tax.the”abiiity Of 

tvo divisions, e$pecially’ when the supply and svacuntion f+il’i,ties Bere 
but little more than sufficient for one division actively employed. T%ke 
oil pipe line and. refinery’were rPasona.bly ~secure: Vith t$ SE&tt ei 

AI;& in British possession there &s’no threat,,from this vicixiity, t0 

British sea communications. To ha& any effect on G(,rman influence in 
Persia th’e British advance must be.&arried be:lotid Baghdad. To advance 
that far, even General Nixon at this tine thought would require rein- 
forcemehts vhitih’,he had been repeatedly told vould not,be sent.. ‘, 
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‘.‘. Some cor.slderr.tioz,~night :rel,l )xve be3-n given, to’ the advan- 
tages of a ‘strotngics~l defensive‘ in, this a.rea, but Gennral. Nixon doo,s 
not appear to hsve given qxh thoughts io srrch’a .l,ine of,,action. ‘. strorg 
hostile lorces wre rqorted to be,a’t Kiit.e.1: Amar-a, so Generel Townsknnd 
%LS insthicis?d to ‘dsi’t~rop ‘th?m and ocz~qy it. ,.He had a, t.o&l conbntant 
strnngth of ll_.XQ me~1,,,2S’gnr&+ nqd. 40 ‘&hi&guns, with -the Naval 
Plotill+ in s1lp:~::rt,.’ ” 1 

6 . . Hccoi:naissdnce .di~stilgied 6 ,hxki.sb ‘for& of 6 ,Qdo :Infnntry, 
, my 

vith Cavalry nr;d &?a15 horr,nmen, iti a y+y formidable position .astri.dq 
the ‘i’ihris’:$&L;t 6’ nil-l&’ F&t .‘$f Kut. (zidk No. 8) The Fdsition ms 

, prrurrri;{ in ,gr+xt d;$,t&?; :‘i th ‘slid pntnnglemmts, .milss .of ~commqication 
tronchcs and.mcnjr -brisk tina mortar’&n emp&cm&ts. Thd.Tigr’is’ms: 
blo&ed’~n~~~~ tile fi;ont I.;& &cl ‘bri.dged, SOI& $~ tii1c.s to thk. rear. ., 

tions, thv ,Turkish loft VRS tu+&d and .ca~ttir.>&. and ali ‘reminin& posi- 
’ tions nbrth’.of the. ‘&tic; threatcnsd,,: :~~cn’Rii.plnn~‘.recon,~ri.ssspco, ,. 

r?vebl~:d that the’ ‘nirk$ had’ skil:ifullL exi$ic.a$nd ,,thcir .fdrces. and w?& 
in ratroat. ilti $tt&?$t %as made’tb .puisu?; l$‘$ot@in~‘u7a~:accompli~hnd; 

., Ths~‘Tu~ks ‘iodt ‘abbut 4,000’& snd’,thi‘ B~it’i.sh.casualtii,s . 
totnll~d 1,233,’ just’ ab&t twice the nuiiibcr for .tihkrn’ nt$&wtion arrP.xge- 
mcnts had been c~do. 

‘. f. TEe E$t’t’l& ~of Ctc&&, : 1 --_--- .~ 
2.’ Jv,i?h .the capt<ra,of~ Kut the d.iR&r.ion of &e J1Bn’ghti.d :; ..’ 

Questioii” bns intensified rpd fiqa.11:; dn ‘Oct’o,bc~. 23, the. Cabinet: authors. : 
is& E/Charib&rl;?in lo s&ti t&‘$ico?oy the folloP:ing trl+graq:- ,.. 

“Nixon mav arch on Baghdad i? he is ‘satisfied th?t force 
he hns available is sufficient. for, the op?rgtion. Rainfo,rcements will take 
timo o,ring tq relief a.@ tr+xq&t erra&matits, $$’ two.. diviaiotis Lill 
be sant’.js ‘$o?p: a,s ‘pos,iible. 

:..~ 
I. fill telegraph probnblc datn later..” ,:.. 

: -” ~!..‘,:j ‘. In arriving at this +ision the ,desire for conquos.t .was, ,. ;,:. 
nllo~~ed'~b"bYnrrida sotid stratngp and :thn~ logist~cnl linit:d,io,p qf’.: : 
Gexwral Nixon’s force.nere ~?ntireJy.ipnoreil., ., 

:Y::~ ‘i, ~‘4 month later found @,nernl Tocn&&d prcpnreh.and in .,...:,L 
position’td attack the Turks ‘in thbir position”at,~.Ctcsiphon with,a,.Corp,:: 
of 13;756.of?ic&s and r&n, 

.,. 
and 30 guns a~pportcd.by th,? Naval, Flo$ilJ~. ,:; 

The British fist,im?te .plsccd th’ij Turks irmxdiatrly. confronsing 
G~Rl?~al”Tdnnshend’,st 13,OO~~r,egnl~r i+fa.ntr:r and 38 guns, .bit they ~, : 

. acteZ1$r’had 18;000, &ciu.sivc’ of irre,gular Ar.?bs an<. ca:vnlry. :~,. 
Und& ‘&-.ud-Din, %he Turks had. fortifiad throo r&in i’ines. 

(Slide No. 10). The first line astride, the Tigris ,haa been vrr;~.,cr.re- 
fully and completely preyarod, especially Theo tiix’nilrs on t&e l?.ft b.wk. 
‘fiilo its left flank did not rost on en:? naturPi”obstr=ic,‘t.~d reP.oubts 
on low’mounbs’ at ‘this point, trrncd “V.P.” (Vit~a’l Fo’fnt) .wc+ exception- ,..., 
ally; strong. Behind the. sedond line, also nstridr t,?+ Tlgr.is ,!., T!@,s & ,. ,, 
boat~bridge, ths’ otily means of lfltwal mqy’cnrnt ncross the Tig+i$.. 

. ,.,’ 
i,.: “‘. 
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Grncral Tovnshrtnd elected to atta.ck on&on the left (north 
and.F?s%) -oa;nk, and divided his f&r? into f& columns, namely: “A”, 

,:-JIB!’ ;. ~‘Z~. and. Flying .Co:uiin. Thnrn ws no reserve under divi,si,Dnal 
,:-.cotitrol.’ This vtis espociall>F unfortunatti as th.e plan cn,llad for.a 

,c wid.? disp?rsion of force and ma,s dnpcndont for success upon the- ?~o:rcr 
timing and.~coordi.&tiorr of t&e sevral attacks. 

,. . ,. !Che. ‘nt.tack did not progress entirely. as planned. C6Jwm 
“C” xdwncing wry slowly and methodicplly, failed to dsaw tonzrd it 

“~~I ,sriy hostile res:“rvrs, ‘these m&ring in&t&ad nplinst the turning a,t:tacl:, 
I ‘. :( GOlum “811 and F’iving Column) rbich %$s IPu,&hsd somrvhat nerli’@r .than : 

.xcontc~l&cd fn the plan. Likewise the &in blow (Column !!A”), was 
A .p?er.nturely latii&ed and *bile it succende~‘in capturing “V.P.” it ,I 

received no assistilnce”fgom the turning movement and had to w&en it- 
self to’nSsist the holding e,t,ta,ck of Column “C” mith the result’tbat . .rt spent itself wi?ile still some.800 yards from the hostile second line. 
Eur-ad-.Diti still had 2 battalions’and 4 guqs in resqve, @ner?l 
Tomshend had none. The TWA counterattacked, drove the main blcrv:.’ 
back to.HV.P.“, which it was just able to .hoM. Ey dark, $ile ,th,e 
British held the first line, the Turks. vere se,ve in the second. 

“’ ‘Lr.te .in then next afternoon the Turks a.tta,cked but wi,,thqut 
success, snd’ withdrevr into thk second Kline ,*. i. The British s+,tem of evacuation of the Founded fa’iled . 
absolutely. The;i estimated they nould h**<e 2 ,.430’ nounded, :preQ?f+d to 
take care ‘bf. 1,500, int&iding to ewcuate the rqzinder foinnrd..ts .! 
B&&%d ,on: iation vessels, end actually hnd 8bout ::~;OQO to iare for. The’ 
resnl.titig &ffI-ring nrnong the wounded ~*~ilI be inft to ::cur irwginrtion. 

‘. 
7. Tow&&@~.etrents fSIide No. 9) ,: - .~ _. ~..A. \ 

&?neral To-n&end, believing that the Turks xvere ~eeceiving’ 
reinforcements, be@nn H h xrriad ni&dmval”donn th? Tigris; follomed by 
the Turks. ?I%e ,Tur+ stunibled on’his camp ,a. + TJmm at .‘rUW& but were 
held 6ff ‘b;r Cavalry and gu’fire and Genera1 To~?~sf-:exl by I.ong.,q&ks 
reached Kut; Decen!bw 3. 

,. 
.a.’ The ,.s+ge of Kut ai Amara~, ~~-_-.-~------..-. (Slide No. li) _‘i ‘.i” ‘:’ .,; ,. 

tiile the .qunstioti of ccniti.nuing thee retreat belo+ .Kut ~“??a~ 
bein.. di.s,ussed. b:r the numerous echelons df the British political and ” 
militery organizaticn, the Turks took the i,niti$tit-e and comple$elp-:: 
invested the town ~~‘Dnc&ber.‘7. 

The river in its b&d around Kut’.nasB formidable obstacle on 
thred~ sides~;~and oith a line of finld nork pr&p~&vd a,csoss -the-@: the . location ‘nad~,very considerable defenslvc pbssibiliti.~e,~ especi&lly.rith 
no’ comnding ground in the .&$i,nity. 

.The Turks mad~e.. tno det,prmino d attempts to.capture ihs loqtion, 
then abandoned an aCfiVo siege and ~+-usted: %o ‘its recuction b$ $;6c+,de 
a.1one, mo+ing troops dovnstrnam to bl!ck any att&@t$ at relief. ,.... 

9. tierations for thti F?l~ief 1 of Knt. (Slida .“o,. ‘ill). ~. 
: ai Organization of the Tigris Cost . ..,’ ; ., ‘~ .:; ;’ 

,The womised r.einfbrcements bopan .to arrive at .$asra:as. 

, 
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Tr&p~~were consta&ly arriving..during the o+%tio’ns of 
“t&s Cor&,?nci were fed”.to it $iecemetil so that it always lacked m&y 

essestials for a wll balanced force. ‘. 
., 

b. The action a+. Sh-i’kh Saad ~nd~ at the Wadi R?w?r. 
-A nionth following ~thn investment of Kut. Genera? Aylmetits 

adva~nce!. began’. The.Tur~~~~.rp’sisted Briti,sh attacks: at Shaikh Saad nnd 
at the Vadi River an&cach time &th&-ew.unmolesttd. 

‘... ,The ~mediir.1 ‘a’i&n&xnrnt8 again proved entirelg: i&&equate, 
‘7hich:wiEh the net I~ +oid’a’&t,h+, caused very gree:t’ suffering among the 
wound;d .for .some ‘days- ‘&fore &a&~,tiol& could be completed. ‘. 

,. 
Y. 

c. Ir_h Pir?t Attack on Hanne.. 
The Hanna oosition. on tho left (north) bank of the Tir’ris. _ 

WAR zt the eastern entrRncc of i 7,milo defi.lo formed by.the Tigris on, 
the south ,ond thn..,extens:ve Survn~k~yd &rch. on tho north; Flith’a front- 
age of 1,35Q yards and%‘,dppth of~‘2.600 yard&, the position had bee,? 
ilade cxcoptionR.lly~.strong with n co&l+.tc? trrnc,h .systcti nnd nire er$. 
tengle’&Onts. The .tirks ‘held’the position with some 9.;000 Infentr$‘?.nd 
26 <ax. 

Gennrrl Aylmrr Rttackcd thi.s.posi&. ., The 7th %i$$ioti 
(21 bn.ttalions and 30 guns) F.de the.frontz.1. o.tth.ck,. while’ 4 patfa,lion,fi;. 
2 squadrons..nad’:l4.~~n$ &fil&ed’ the.,position.fi.am the ri&t’ bank. 
The Briti&Y&ucatieded ins &pturing’.o,6out 150 yg.rds.~ot‘~fivrit li~6,~,t+&&?e, .: : 
from Tmhich they wr?+z ‘so& driven by’n countrmttflck. : ‘, 1,’ : ‘, ,, ,. 

S-sides thr! strongly forti’icd deiilr?, the Turks he.ld the. 
Es Sinn position astride the Tigris, oxtending south Jher+of .to .tiic ,, 
Dujaila Redonbt: then southwest towrd the Hoi.‘ .. : .‘, ,. 

General’ AylmrrJn nox t ‘~~ttt-hpt wr?s. agcninst Duja.ila &dot&t. 

. Lowing the ~t,~z,Di~i,:siqn t,o contn:n .the tirks i’n.‘the Hannn positioti, the”“. : 
’ rnmrr~in~.~r”bf:,,th~. Corps,, nenrly 19,000 rif.1n.s ‘and,‘68 guns,, by a night ‘: 

march gs.in.ca $‘&int. ,z~bout 4& miles test ,o” thh’&j?,ilr Redoubt.. .&x’ :. :’ 

1 

; plicnt6! ,?~~~,ck,~:c,oocdinatrd by pr’earrengcd d,c,tFTlt?d orders, .ch.on; such ,:’ 
‘.W nttaC$,, !t t,rpt ,r$ruir~‘~ accurate knonledgn of thr hostile poFitions, : : Y.’ 
,good ~rwps’,..+X ,:+6lQ+t sgstwn of ‘iiignnl commn,icnt,j&ns:’ wperiescwl ~... ,, 
‘~3taff“s ;?i-ii. -&d .t,&i wo,rk, all of which v?r? laciring,,thls co.wnd. .‘I’.. 

’ It”nould ‘seem, thpt h;rd thr night. w!rch’ rnde& in D conco& 
itrated cffo+basrd,on e.simplF:, direct plrn, none of the, effwts ‘0” the 
istmt7Ricql;surpriso nould have baw lost, and t&-c! +otild have been 
‘sol13ndi8’opFortunitirs. ;or R dec 
,attac!i feilRh.‘Y 

isive British victory.., ,As it nas, the: 
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f. The Last Attonts to Rcliove Kut. 
Gen+?ral Corring? no?r succcsd?d General Aylmnr in the cu> 

mnd of the Tigris Corpg, ~“hich.~?as being reinforced~ by.thc 13th Division, 
an al!.-British divisibn under Gwx?ra.l Kxddn, bnt recently with&w* scorn 
Galli3oli. ” 

A poriod of trench warfxe began, extending up to the 
surrender of Kut, r;hich nil1 .be but bri.efly ,,sumwriznd. 

~’ The ~13th;D~ivi~sion; supported by the 3d Division and Corps 
Artillery so+ of, the river, assaulted end cnpturcd the rntiro Hanna 
posit:ion.‘and’the %“ail&iya position some 4 miles further west: The 7th 
Division nom took ovnr’~but were stopped. et thee’ Sannaiyat position. The 
13th. theri tried and failed, ., Oper?,tions rrere nov shifted to tiip ‘right 
(:sduthj~’ b?!& ‘,?tid .t:ln ‘~‘3d”Diuision. &ptu$rd Pnd.held.thc Bait Isa positioti, 
and on App:il 22, the”7th Division made a final nttcmpt at the Sannai.:i*t 
position +thout success. 

of the Tigris Corps ,wo&ted to o.Ver 23,000 :~6.f<~i’cc& ?nd men. ~: .If .%w .’ I:: 
.adii to ~thi’s -the &s&iti&s ‘!l’owtishcfid’s foFce.sust&in~?d~ after. :hz~.s 
victor:r near Kit, in $ti@xt’; 1915, we cannot cxapr the conclusion t%t 
the Sritish paid veq d~nr.1;~ to, gain, c.onsidr,ri?g the,.situation coa- 
fronting, thkm c’uring~.t$ World War,. an objnct:ive .defined p:i the:‘Prine. .” 
Ministrr.in the Houw of Cotions, about’the time the advance began, as 
bei&? “To swux t?e neutrality of thr, Ara~bs!‘:and “genernbly to maintain 
the authorit,y of our Flag in’ the .%s&.” ;’ ” 

,. ,.‘( ~~. 
III TIWSECOh’;) PH&SS 6+ OPER-i&TIONS’. ,~. 

1. : The S:tuat;on aftw the .lQl.l nf -Rut. (Slides:.No.‘ .3) 
After the .fa11 of Y;ut. the Turk~s. realYzin& ‘thk ‘exhaus’tkd cog 

* 

8 

, 

dit;ion~‘of the.Brifi:sh, left their XVIII .Ccrps :to co&a& t<e Tigfi,s ,;:‘_ 
Cons and moved the othei c,oFps, thwXII1, to .the nort%‘na&t’q?’ Ij’agh,d8’d 
where, in June 1916, :it ~assisted, ,in .det=ea,ti.ng a: Ibissian attack tit ‘.,,,,, ‘ 
Khahiqin, 

~, 
a.bozt 100 miles I‘rom Baghdad. 

??ith the appointment of General~Lake to ‘cotind in’Mesopotamia,. 
an exten‘sive enlargeme~nt and reorganization oi -the iinr’.of &i+pi+t~~on \ 
and~.all that pertains :thereto had hew ifiitia.ted. ‘~o=,eve~, his,re,for+ ~.. , 
had no,t.be@n to be felt.bef ore the surrender. of Rut and were far fr.@?) 
com$eted tvhen he krras succeeded .by Genera’1 Sit’ Stanley ,M~?>:u;ie ,’ khp ;; ‘f,i Fs:i’ 
being promoted to..corwand the Tigris Corp6, was seiektnd,,,ih:Awst 1916, ‘I 
for, co-$ iwMesopotam<.a:. ‘. 

It was.r.ot until the.end,of October, 1X6; that Genei& Maude 
fcit’&t he had. his ad&tiistr.ative arrangements sulficinntiy’well Or@n- 
ized,.to permit ‘of ~moying:his headqtirters fr;m~E&s&‘;’ He ‘thsn’moy$c?~ FllW 
to Arab Village and rsorganized the forces ir, Mesopotamia asindicated 
below. (Slide No. 15) 
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crdssin@ bf the’ Tigris so’ difficult that he cn1y cF!>rstcd on the hostile. 
left by the, 7th :tiivisioc assaulting t’r,r L%x~niya.f ?os<tion vbere it 
succesdcd in gaining a fowthold only to bc nxjxi’l ed by co-antnrattaclrs. I 

pre>art?d and exacted: suirpriw crossing a% ‘:~%mwan Be:id ‘%aS. effected~ by ““: 
the 14th Division, which gainrd a line about i mi~ie north OC the scuthern 
end of Shumran Be:!d.-. .A%i;e ~tke crossing.nas beir.g effected, the 7th 
Division pinned the Turks to the SancaJyat position and secured his 
third and fourth line&. 

3. The Turkish ‘X~thdw~w~-from Kxt (SiiZss Nose 12 and 9) --t 
Not:vithsial;ding tha L tile Turks b%g2i1 t,3 witMraw ilext morni% 

from the Sannal.yzt pcsl.tion and the Brit.i& al;pisnes, early that 
morning, reported ti!!z e::emy in fuil retreat lward Bag!ldad, the rJritish 
failed to ta.ke f~lll ad-anfa,ge or’ the situarisn, since the I Corps only 
advanced 4 or 5 miles a.+~nst pxitions, in ~h;ic~h it 1ne.t practical1.y no 
resistance, and which, mrxeov~r 
during the day who;i it 

,, were cuL?:li:~ke~ by the Naval Flotilla 
st’enmed upz;treetT ~+r,d ar+I!:red off b:ut.. 

The 111 Coqs gaining bp nighcl-‘a:il 
the Ca.val?y Divisioz to get arour.d’.ti:& 

.ths:i;ahra rtidge,’ ,pormitted 
Tu:.kish 1;r.c b&t that Xvision. 

allowed itself to become involved in t&e lccal fighting Bn~d accomplished 
nothing. 

The result was t’nat the ?w-ks made good their vitSd?aw.l from 
a ver$,difficulC si&cisn and were next mGr;iing some 20 miles. west .of 
tho 9rltish foxes.. 

. 
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I. 

.,: All-. 

e Pursuit-. 

either the Cavalry nor Infafitry accompl,i$h.ed any decisi’ve 
,, ,.. RLilt .the NeWal Flotilia preisi’tig folxqd, dis,regarding 

.: t$e .rePr@&d, _&iled tind ,compli?tely dcinoraliied th,e ma&body ‘of the 
TUrki& fox;. .,.” 

The Ca&xie~ of Bar~daB..:(Slide’No:.,13) 
: .’ 

5 . 
With his a,dvanced troops at Aziziya. General Maude.halted for 

a me&, to readjust his line of cormrmnicat~ons~to the new situation. 
In the meai!t+ne..,t]le Tar Cabi,net: &an&l hi? ‘miss?on. as folloms: :.‘. 

“I;ub,jec& to, the .secuFity of youi- ‘* lqrqe arid to the capacity.. 
of your coxmunicaCions, it is t’he pol,icy of~H.E!. Gove~i%ment to +stabIish 
Briflsh inilueqce in.:the -9aghtid Klayct .‘I . 

The advarxe was resumed along the left bank of the :$Ygris. 
Tho III Corps was delayod’by-‘the T&&at the Di&&. acrid the 1st COTS 
and t,h.e. Cava.iry~ Division, cr’ossing the Tigris lo’ &l,es ‘below the mouth 

. . of the Dj.:ala, met ,resistan& aYTe1 .A&& and’Urmn at..‘i’ubul ‘&x%:hills. 
but the Turks soon, withdrew and Generel iM+?e ente+Ba,ghdad @rch 11, 
1917: ‘. 1~ ,,: ” :: il ., 

6. T~xisoTi&~i& of the Position at Batihdad. (Slide, No., 1.1) 
in ord,?r to socur(! the convergf:!ig rmtes PDF approach fo+wd 

i3aglKhi. $er:i?x-~l Meude at .once; advanced columns tip tihc: Di:[ala, Tigris 
’ Bnd co,,the E-qphrates. . . ,,. 

Ovcxyxmifip such. resis&x as~‘t?ie Turks n&e’ able, ‘to tiki~ 
., 
t.he 

British-; before ths end ‘of .&iq-ch, ;occupied.Falluja on’the’ Euphrat&i;’ 
Mushahida Station and Lhlqma bn the Tigris. 

9ut on the Diyala..,they were, ‘not.:@(,F:‘so- ibrtunate.. Shahraban 
and I)eli Abbaq,,wese, occqpied thlt t% !l&ks, at ‘the Ja.bi.1 Hamri,n delaved 

.,: bo% the ‘gritis;? ‘and .Fussians..sufficiently lotip to mithhra.rr th&ir’]i$,Ii 
Co@ tdymrd gifri., ,: ,. .., ‘, 

. 
Y : -,...;.s j._~ ., “, ‘~ L,.. ,,; ,.,,. ,.I,: / 

,:: :+7:’ .&<&;-e &&;ed .fr;m’the .*u~ssian& ‘::Y .‘:~ 
:_ ,, ,y ,,, ,~, 7‘--;--------~,7- 

..:::‘~..“:‘i. 
!vitn’tli$ meeting of the British and Russians n&r Q&‘i’i’Ribaz 

on April 2d, General Maude expected to be able to confine his operations 
to the Tigris against the XVIII Corps, vhi,lk the Rti$&ns pii+in’g ‘back 
the :;I11 Corps .03 Mogul ~ouT,d: eyent+all:~~ establish themselve’k q-,.,+e, ,::; 
Ti&i<:“‘Zus i,t’,,sobn became ,,e+i$en$ that the: unbatisfac:torjr’~conditio~:; 
oft the Ru&i~+nIR&+blut’ion ‘ren&&d any offensive,.bpni.a,tior;s”by’~~~~m &it 
of theqtiestibh: 

or oa’ .:.I ‘erdti0r.s on :the~ Adhai’ti:%id Occupatioti’of ‘$,amar?&. ,c,:, 
‘~’ “Abbdut ‘April 1, the Tqgi:sh.XIfI .Co~si:1;550.,scibern; ‘li,OOO 

rifles, and 60 guns, wa.s ‘falling back tomard Xifri and their XVIII Corps 
500 sabers, 5,600 rifles. and 50 guns was holding the Adhaim and had some 
troo?s on the right bank of the Tigris. 

General Maude advanced , on each ba,nk of the Tigris, a. column 
consisting of a division reinforced with Cavalry, a.irplanes and addi- 
tional artillery. 

The column on the right bank, pushing the Turks before it, 
advanced to Harba. The other column, under General Marshall, advanced 
to the A&aim, but the Erkish XIII Corps, threatening his right fla.nk, 
by moving down the Klalis Canal tonard Dilta.wa, caused him to halt and 
move against that corps. This threat driven back to the Jabal Hamrin. 
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9. Situntion dnrj.np_tti-e summer of 1917. -- 
.‘li?exAF%n mnt into sumwr qn;?rt.?rs and e&e& for an 

attempt i:n July, to take Vamadi., on the Euphratn?, mhich ~fai,&ed, no t 
importa:nt o,p?r:ations took place until fall.,, 

:’ .Ali during the sum;ner.General W.zde was informed, from va?ious 
:(’ I$our&es, .of the organ’ieation~ of.~a~Turkisi! of’fwsive under German,lea$er- 

ship (“Tiideris”j for-the capture of B;.ghdA.d, but .by:the~,l$tter half ‘of 
O&cber. h2.s iz~for~~~~on poi~ntcd to~.Palestine asthe objective toward 

” ‘tihhi’ch: t>is~effort ~WS ,‘t,o be directed. ” ~’ ~’ 
.., 

‘.. 1~0. .Pstion at Ximldi -.- _-.. --y.-w’71 :.. Z.~.,, Late .in Sedtsm’zer,a second attack was ma.de,at.Ramadi on the 
%qhrates. “G%n?$i Biooking a.tt?sked I-itX iiis infzntri;, Chile plxing 
his cavalry quarery across the hostile line of retreat !, and’ captured 
.ihe’.e:iC,irB .fp:ce of 3,456 men, 13 guns and considrrsble storrs.” 

” ‘. 11; Action at i),-ur and .T’j.krit ($iide’.No. 16).:.’ --~---z-T-e.- 
Tine 1 C;crss, ieinforced byi:the ,.caw:.ry .diVision. and s.rmored 

ears, ~’ advanced q the ri&t ,bank of the Tigris and drove t;ln’TurkF from 
‘$&il: -ob’sit,i’ox~ near. D&r e~nd from: a, strpn&:~ ezit:.etitiYi?.d. position e.t 
tbel,r advance baee”at’Tikrit’: The..entira:.XVI$t Corps no:v retired t0 or 
north vf. Fet+ka; n$ile; $.hh B’ritish withdrew to tbt?, ra.ilhead .at Samarra. 

“.’ 12. Death of’ General &aud&:~: 
On No,v~~e~-l~~~~General.. Map& die’d’ of cholera; Lieutenant 

General Sir ‘i{. R. Marshall beil:g appointed.td the yhief Command, his 
mis,sion vas defined as an active defense, striking at the enemy wherever 
$,n;$-&oAuni ty .of ,dpiti&, ~o’)p,res&+l .i,:TelS. 

Jabal Hamrin, near the,E$ala ‘Gorge, so as. t&~‘&tittiol t~he water in 
various- canals leading .pff from th;, K!.:~a.la: no+ t?w> point, “‘General 
Mar&all attacked then T&s ifi that .locaiit:< @pin@: to hold them, to a 
decisive action but only succeeded in &nii@ a mor6‘~extetisive Fold on 
the Jabal Hamr i.n. : 

, 

14. Changes in Orga&;.ation~; ?; ..” 
In ,.view of. the ‘s1-n. i,n; Mcsopct&m-:.~; the. :?th Division and 

the 3rd Division ndre wit’ldrawn.and- q?nt, tom E;g:@. Theirs piaces in the 
1st Corps xero taken by the ndwly ..foqfl&‘,i,7.t$, +tid -18th, Div#ip~ls. 

.” ‘, :_ 
15. The CavtiJre of t;he’50:h.m~zki,c~~~nivi?i:ol”tSlide >?o.l&): ---A-LL--‘--2. 

In Karch, General Broo&;ri,ng advanced u? the, %phwt.es and 
occupied Hit, %:ith its valuable bitqen. fields:~ 

,:.. .~. 

: : .; ; ,‘,.< 



, 

:. 
TheTurkish ~5Cth.‘Di’vision. 4;500 riflm and 17 to 21 p;uns, was 

on the &.phra.tcs ~betwen .Ana, and Khan Saghdad, the la,tter place beiw 
h,sld !?ith a ‘strbngly ,entr::nched position. 

Gcncrai Erooking, aiming at thi? destruction of all thy hostile 
forc?s below Ana, @inr:d the hostilr? rear nith a cn.valry brigade and 13 
armored ca.rs v:hile his infantry attqckcd. Thz, ‘hrks surrondnrcd in large 
nmbcrs,. _ The, pursuit continuing to b+$ond. Ana, 

1 ,,. i .: ,::-, ~,, ,~~.~~des:t’ro;P+ ~tho. 50th Livisi,on. ‘. ‘~ ’ ,’ 
tho British prn.ctically 

:;;;:: ;&,,i ;: ,’ ‘. ,. ‘:’ .,,:\ ., ., ‘~ “’ 
.~ ,,,.. ~:~:f y :‘.;i’. ~‘,l;~~.,:~~~~~~‘~‘ib~~‘BSt of the Jaba. Kamrin; 

. .,,<:~~! ._; ,! ” “In A@l, a force;:.consistir)(f mbst’ly of crvalry but reinforced 
,:. :: ait:i’ai;ut”2.,~~,ri,~ados ,‘of. infn‘ntr$;: ‘artillery,~ and armored cars under 
j : ~Gede’ral”‘I?g&ton, operated against the Turkish 2d Divi.aion, *rhich was 

then scattered fin ,yarioxs .loccliti& &i tb?e ~trinn&lar are,a. north .of the ,... 
~: ‘. Jab~.l ‘i@mrin .o,nd the Ki.va1.a River: Tho Turks ?ithdren tbnnrd. Kirk&, 

but. were &ert&?n, r&r Kula.mand’and a&in a,‘f&v miles furthdr north, with 
~:a~..los!: of i,‘300‘ in ~risonors .alcne. ,Th.e Turks; yithdra.ming behind the 

Li ttlc Zab, Kirkuk rras occupied, -ithout any‘ T’i,ght,ing’, 

. 

17. ‘The ‘Yin,%1 9rit.ish Offensive. (Sli‘des $fos. 1s. and 17) : 
.’ ‘Opextiox wre again suspended du~rin$ th.? summer of 1918, but 

on Ocfober.24, while General Allenby’s troops wre appron~ching Allepno, 
General ‘Marshall reRumed,,.aperat;idns.. ., 

kast of the Jabal Ham&n theII1 Corpus advanced along the 
Kifri -:‘Kirkuk - Mosul road while t&e I Corhs ‘moved up,~the Tigris.,’ 

’ The, III,,Corps’met with:.very.little~ oppos,iti.on, but the I. Corps 
,.ha,d sonk”severe fighting,:.; sdznn it attwkeed .the Turkish. positipn ,astride 

the’ Tigris a.t, ‘Fat-ha. with.:the _?8th Division and ll~th, Cavalry Brigade 
east Andy the 17th Division and 7th .Ca&ll;~~. 3rigade West of’ the Tigris. 

The .l,.l.th .Cavrl.r:r :B,r.i.gade croa’red”the Jabal Xamrin to thg ‘east 
of the’,~rki’sh.,~,os,ition, gained thehos: i t” 1’6 ‘rear’.near ~Huwxish, where it 
was joined by the ArmoredCar ‘Rri~gade, hhici? iiad .moyed around. the’ other 
flank. : ” .,’ . ::.., 

.‘.’ 
” “Fr$~:sed’~~‘the’infantrs,. the Turk&fell back t~~their~second 

position near themouth. of the Little Znb. The 18th ,Division,, forcing 
a crossing of the Little Zab, drove all the Turks to the vrnst bank of the 
Tip-is. Tho 17th Division forced the Turks to their”third~ position cover- 
ing Slarqat. ,The 11th. Cavklr~.Brigada, i~sir-t~ipg it tack’s .bg Turkish 
raservos and ho,lding off,reinforcnments adiranciq; from the,.north,.was 
joined by the 7th Cavalry Brigdde:and bs an, infantri brigade. 

‘For two days the. Turks held o,n. p$rt’ of~~,thc~~zorco tq&g to:, 
escape, by night ,,,,throu:%. the cavalw, y&s&t o’ff,,and ,daptured, ;,Se?ing 
his ‘htipeless sit~uation,, the,Turkioh como~.%jd~.~r,.~,o~n. th.e’morning .,of Oct.ober 
30, eurri~ndered his .total force. : 
,. Gencr~al Cobbc I:e, f.orcd; -in thesi! opc~atio.ns;‘,‘captured~ll.32?: . . 
prisdn,trs,‘51’Funs,‘-130 machinn guns, 3 ,riwr steam?rs end much other 
material ti;ith but 1,886 c.asualties;:: ’ ,,’ .‘. ’ 

“‘At noon October. 31;, an- armistice, bi?txncon ‘Great &it&n and,..: : 
Turk~$rrcnt into effect’&der the terms of hhicn’thr British-occupied 
Wosul. ‘thus ending the’campaign. 
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Xillpd or di,?<.‘of ~uwia.. . . . , . . . 14,614 
Di+d. of. aihww.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lz,Sa~ 
Ecundnd..........................:.. 51,366 
Tak?n prisoner: or missin,-..,........ 13~ -- 

I. ~, 02., 501 

:‘.. IV. ~~uNxnx!?I(1N. : 

Witi the arqointmcnt ‘of ‘General Lake id .comnand in Jenuery, 1316, 
for t:?e firs.+, ti&:in t:?e hi*tor$ ,of,the .ex&dition, administration, (and 
Jh?i term .is I+snd to inc?.ude all thdae~ irgaziniiational, sUpply, trenspor- 
tatiw, evecwtion,: srnitation, lend per’soanel .wtters w?ich~ must be sp.tis- 
fac$d-ilg arranged in any :.w ccess521 crmpa~pn),. ‘began to aG~u!?E a prom- 
ino.nt evalwtiou in .plaxs.and xw0jPct.s and .tb ‘receive proper attention 
+.ring military oprrations. 

.,: liow?v~,~ @nera,l Lake’s’ reforms Chad’ not ~beepn to be felt before 
the surrender of .Kut and ,it;is for this reaso:~~as~.~we have stated, thet 
that event is cbosnti to repRr8te the two periods intq,+ich VW have 
divided t&e. dF~scuspion~~:of t,%is catlpai@n, ‘. ‘c:: 

Adqinistrative deficiencies .in the’ fi+st.phase wnre a very 
,.~ decisive f<?ctqr .in pausing thRt;Rritish distister~ond”it ,%$k ndministra- 
” tivR nrevision ad provision that mrde the: final ‘outcome ‘oossi~ble. 

: Fhe.T.igris~ Corps furnishes a’ coed :i~lliist?ation of the edmin?s- 
.~ t’rafiyn sit~mti~ns .d>&i& the lirst prridd;, ‘DUrings&w drail of the 

.~“f’.t~ime~ tif its $ctiva emplo:iment hit lack& rmtiy’esP&tials to IZBLF! it a dell 
baGiced org&ni&tion. .?e will mention. but &few of’its defi&iencies:- 

..dt .d.id..,hot ha,ve 23 proper Corps Staff; the aupl?@ 2nd~ transpbrtation 
pe.x%onne1 wag !leSs ‘than.~one-lourt h of the’ prescribed rmrr.btir:; land trans- 
portation, e,xcep& ,first~ line colwns,was al-most :entirely lacking; medtcrl 
psrsonn~~l and equipment were inadecuete; B-:iylanes wRre too few; and its 
briking e@pment ‘yes very ,poor. . . . . . ~~’ 

Horn extensive were the administrative deficieticies during the 
first~poriod can be, .pe,rha.pa.; befit,,renliz+d .by ap,oretiia$:ng that for t%e 
sevens or :,Fifht. months. fozloning the. surrdnder 0f’Ktit %he principal octiv- 
iti& .of’:the:Aritish force. nnre.copfinpd. to:$lacing the edtiiniitrative 
arrang.etie&ts.and facilities ‘on’ a. basis .tiffi’?Aent to ‘&fitai~ri’the military 

.,’ .?ffort” 5 .,,: ; 
.’ 

2. :‘I& Control of 0.; E.&edition. . . ‘~“1 
?he Mesopotamia er?edit~ion’Y+hen fir&t, condeived was pieced 

under ~the Indian Govnrnmoqt ., It vi1.l only..be rancen*ar:r to ,e’titimer,rate th.e 
..aut'noritios who had. to be .consultrd i.ti.Nosofiotnmia ,affair’e 50 ~int%cete 
the organiwtionai handiwos undnr.~phich ‘this, ‘e.~r?di,tion’:jbored c?uring 
.thn fimt phaw. ., Tnes~ mere:- Thn.~~Go~ridingi%Rnr~ral in Mesopotamia: 

’ the Coxwnd,-r,ix-Chinf in 1,ndi.a witA .bis .Dilp;irtzx?nt~. ond.‘his. &my G.,R. Q. : 
the 7ice?o:7 vith his council;, the Swrnt+r:r ‘of St2toftw IricEa with :qig 
nilita;‘;I Socrctrr:q ..the .%r .Council. .‘nritk %hc ‘Imp~:?~ial General Staff: 
an?. Tinall:r, .tho -Cabinet. ‘: .:.’ 

In “Tbruary, 1016, viF.ilc Ihdia .rersinnd’ the base end t&e C.-in- 
C. in India rctninpd cbntrol of t.?p expcditian, the gcncre,l direction of 
the xqedition ws placed in the War Office in London, but it was not 

. 

. 



until.July of the some year that the’ direct &k$pnsibility 
C.: in India’ to the Sl;rr’~~&ic:f~r?;is coniplct.nly established. 

, 

t 

. 

of the C.-in- 

3, Organization of tho.Line 0f’CoroouriCations. 
in !!a::? lS15,- a esparatr!.organizeti,qf-~~r Line I 2f Commxiic~- 

tiOi)s ‘ms $tr?lythd ~,l,?it‘n the “ap$ointsvnt~ &an ‘Inspector. General of Comain- 
ications,‘aud,in Septembsr,.o’f the samd...v~.~r,‘..folidr,in~‘~:the pro’vieions of 
the Qritish Yield Service’Re~latidnp’sedrratin~ administration and 
defrnseein t~h.e .organi,zation of a long line of communications, an”officer 

..W~::~$ijced ,i< conrand. of Li,ne’~ of.Coinrs.Mdations Defer& ?i%opi. ..,..‘..I, ~, 
_~ ..:. i:i:. Zui;in@ the second phase;: 
i’zyd, a$fl &@t~.y.,ex;?an$c?$.” 

the Line of Coeununica.ti;o’ns r:as ‘rqorgan- 
; .Many pxperianced officers nern~obtained from 

Snglnod.-.. Xt,,,re!nained organized, ‘,in gen$ai, 74th defrnse’atid administia- 
U&&&t .seDarate and distinct frdm’pach oth$r. ” 

i. 

..: ,..Th:,litie..bC: cb~~?ications,,sdniniEtratj.on was organized on. the 
,prinoiple ofa fixed basessction and a’mqvihg advance base lrith other 

” dections placed bet&en the t,?:o as t$P line e@ended.“’ D&ing’~t&ierai 
::Ekm~$%!s operation? around~Kut. Shaikh Syd: T?S the Advance @se. Whe’n 
.Baghcbd,ms .captured it became the Advance naae ‘Tith the Qorna, Asxara, 
and .Kpt zsectioqs bktw’n it end the .@ee Sact,;,on, .T,hich renained a’t 
Baarathroughout the campaign., ,’ , 

The line along.’ thd Xuhrates vas also diyided’iito cue or~&ora 
adzinistra,tive anctions. _,‘~, ,, ‘,~ 

~:!%%I the,..,?orcep ,f,anned out after’the ‘ci@tii%‘3f .&&dad the ” 
Advance Section handled the administrative’ cituktiorir’ith’a railhead Dar-t 
organized at each railh+ad. .., ‘: ,: 

,Headquartnrs Line of Comnicat’,one :r%main+d at ‘dasra +~?re - .were loca.ted the..Readquartars~ot the Base and ‘of t.- ., “he Inland Water Trans- 
port, Sea Transport; xa’il-ay, and ,port Di,rnctora~tYes, ads ~11 a,s the 3rd “,,’ 
Ech4on. G.R.Q. ,:, 

..Wi.th the capture. of Baghdad,,.~a~ Lccal &o&e Dircctora~te r;as 
orga,ni.s:d .v<hich obtairind large. ouantiti,hs ‘of fo’od, ,f&.l, road and other 
buildkog..~terial, .thus lns~nni&to ma considarnbic &tcnt ,thr ‘strain on 
shipping. ~ ii. : 

. . . . . ., Replacema+ dopots, hospitals, 
c$$t&, ship, 

rrmoil~t and the various sup~liy ‘,:” 
motor and railyay .r+peir shops and cthrr facilities were 

$lace& et convbni~crit points, from~:Hasra ‘to %ghdad. 
:.:. ‘The’ list of .t$? odmiqistreti& units’ is a long one. Tho f.01100; 

ing wmwry of the’ strengthof th?‘:forco.at the ‘armistice gives an idea 
.-of .tho :admi.nist.rativ!~ n ‘r,kds. of ‘a force Tith an extended Line of’Comou& 
icetions. ,.:.:: ~: ‘%. ,.; ,,, : : 

,.. Fighting troo&‘: 112,,000 ., 
Admini~tr~tive’~trobas 105.000 

‘. .Or the “fighting troops” ?rre, P little OY~r l/4 of, the total. 
rt+t.i32 str*ngth.- 

4;’ Th’xBR<c’.pOrt --L 
,The British line of communicat’icns to Mesopotamia ws the sea. 

A ?03 np’~llc,eswy. While Rasrn MS the only loca.lity for such a~ pur?osc 
its mnyik%wntnges as aport have alreedy be-n mfi&red to. 

.. 



‘E~?;ev~?r.,’ General Nixoh aT;parnnt,l ti considwed t&et. its crude 
diswibark$tion -‘ .acilities ~voiild Of: cufficisnt for his force , fzr it viLs 
net vn-.il Decwnber, 19i5, with the two nw divipions a.rriving, that an 
effort mas ~d,e.:to. imprave..the congested situation by the rapid won- 

: stnx;i,on of POW -7ha’rves along de-p wter. 
9y indizatine briefly soa& 6. *‘th.o things done by Generals Lake 

or Liaude dz?ing tbe.;Fear 191.6 to.m%ke it a suitablvbqsq port will a~lso 
~. de.nonstrate, &at..it~-lacked iri ‘that r~k&Ct’ during the first phase of the 

cqmi,;jn; 
,To protect it from Cl&d, 24 miles of timbankmwt Were built 

: 

~.~encl.os’ing ‘an.a~rea of abbut 473 s~mre i$lnS’, pF’ovidin&! a.ccommod.atioons for 
15;CI)O :troops, 2nd 7,000 .sick, la.rgk nun&~?% ‘of ‘atiimals, and grvt quan- . 

I: .tities ,of stores;. V%rves, . nlth moawel equipment;, were constructed to 
accorwodate ocean-coin? vessels. A shipbui:dinF :lard, repair shops, 

..s:l.ip-a:rs .and basins fbr stez-mers ‘were C,xipleted or ,begup. The nha.rves, 
.~ c.a’TIT)P^;.ho.spitals, .nnd wrehouses were rY1 connect&l by goo’d reeds with 

~,. . . . . . -bri,d:s,s.:over~- the-‘m%n:i tid,al creeksl An electr.ic.po+nr pl..+nt, .ice factory, 
.,.. ,, and wd,er. system mere’ ~installnd. :. ” : :‘:. ” 

,.;:,:,:: .Fy:the end of the campai@n.the port ws *+p$Iied nith’a ccnp1et.e 
..~ ,~railma:7 .~~~ten. of POSE 50 tiil,es of.trock corinecti:lg the +harves, and the 

verioi;s depots and had a railroad.yard.,desi~~nd~~dn an ii@-to-date plan 
./ ..' affonlin@ suitable facilities for’ rapid eorki'ng.. 

In the six months ending June, ,l 9lR,~ the~pk% di~&rr@xi 8414,447 
tpns 0.:. c?rgo. In.Jtily, 1916,:the average .detentibn of freight vessels 

,at Bzisra,,was .46 da:is, &ile ‘irI918 this.aVera:gn vas r&hiCed tti 6.2 days. 

~’ : :,.: .s;. -Inland ?/at:er Tranc?ort~ ” -----------_~ti .._ ~-- 
: General Uixon, realizing tha~t tte,,+ivers vnre’ the natural arterios 

of coEFnicat.ion; nade ‘r.epeeted.efforts :to obfain.,suitable steam vns~els 
and barges, but !vith indifferent success. .‘. .’ 

~.. ., Throu&out:,tb@: entire first phase of the cenpaign the shortage 
cf :river. transports ‘h?d.a.: v’ery.unfevorable-‘effect. on oporatibna. 

Shortage of-anwnit.ion, atid otbrr stippliw at the front Was qEit.e 
a norm?1 situation. OfteE there ws a shortape of rations. Troops wore 
without. orop~r animal transportatibn pince i.t could not be transported 
to tlu%n br naintainnd rith iarace.. if ,-it could ~‘?ave be&. Rnp1acenPnt.s 
often could not be,ge,n t .fo.rvard ev@n mhe;i they~vei%a%ilable at Basra. 
Troops could n,ot be. rrpidly’ transferred from or&i&k to the other to 
t&e I’~11 adventa&’ oft tactical opportunit~ies. ‘&+cuXtiotis of- the 
l.?oundad’ws clov and a,ttnndnd~%y.greet sufferiiig. ~,.. :~~ 

In September, 1916, liri~adier General Grey, with a cdnsider?ble 
staff, took ever thn~\*hole river transport’ s-nice in Vw0potami.a as 
Director of Inlsnd.~at~~.Transport undnr~the-.Insptxtor Gennral of Comn- 
ications. 

T‘rom z‘uout this time rivkr YRPE~ Is either complete or for 
erection rt kasra, arrived .in. cansideyable numbers. 

A comparison 0: the total nnmb?r of river craft in comzCscion 
for varions months and of the total tonEace carried during these months 
gives cm idea of the rapid growth of this organizati,on.‘-’ .:. 

WWl’H ._ ~, NO. OF CRAVT TONS CAZW~ 
Se+.. 1316 ;.; ~. ..,. 367 ~. 9,lGR. 
Mar.&h i91.7~: ,, 744 : 92~,269 
Dec. 19i7 1,299 145,012 
Kwch 1918 --- 199,350 
Nov. 1916 1,634 133 (349 



1915. the., ?,n:;;r: mo:tor yeFicl.es ‘with thn,:BritiSh mere two- ?‘?morh,d:.c?‘rs,! 
tmo trucks~,,:w@ pn~:notor ambulnnce:. ,.‘.I 

. S” 

:~ ~,~c~ema~rp, .1916, General Lkke offered thr Tigris C.o&s. ‘An6 ,,_‘~. Zn.k’ 
hundred tqx&?:but...@speral Aylmer ddd not :Shink;he cbnld ~~$0 ih&i ’ 

The’.&+& in t,:r.e emvloyment df not,or trannpottation fbl~.&ing”” 
the ca?ture of Baghdad vas rapid, due to the favorable terra.in in Upper 
Meeo;Jotamia and to the construction and maintena,nce, ‘3:’ the expedition, 
of marq roads and bridges. At the close of the cawaicn about 30 truck 
cormanies were being operated, nn~rly all being Fords. 

;: 

..: 
,. ‘.. 
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The, LSR of tnxks and armored cars acctiunts, in, a lerge measure, 
for the Cavalry bsiq.more successfu~lp employed, after the capture of 
Baghdad, ‘than it had bnon previous.to that nv;tnt. 

8. Unit Trarsp&?_tion -. --A 
During the .f.irst phase of..thti op-rations, units had their first- 

line ,Transport, corrasponding Tao. our Combat Trains, but WV’? freousntly 
without thelr.S:cond-Line Transport, the eauiva.l-nt of our’ Field Tr~ina, 

“and it ~as.ntver possible to supply more’than a fraction of th&‘comm+nd 
wit>- Di~visional Trains. _: 

..General. Maude ~‘gave the .subjdct bf .transpoYtation %?ith’troops’ 
‘very careful consideration. To reduce the transportation of Sorage by 
the s’hipping, as much as possible, it mas WI-) desi’rabln that:.‘tlie 
transportation with tropps. ,be kept .a’t ~a minimum cotisistent with, their ,. ~_: ; ;: 
pdssible cmplpyment at. reas’onable distances ,fi-om the rigor. 

..Stp;p* w,e?rc .&ken- to e’quip the.,force ‘Xth firs,t and second lint 
tra.nsp,crt end lvith supply-columrs sufficinnt;to carry.onr ?ay!s sup$ly’ 
fpi- t-o ,c&valry brigades end five infahtry.divi’dione; and. in addition 
to’ havh availabl,e sufficient transportation to p*.rmit .of I& ‘infantry 
brigadei ‘and ~a brigade of artillery opPrsting.-three’da!rs from the Tigris. 

op.eraCioa of .ri& ~~,af~,~~and.-in’:~th~~~ssedo~d:pei-iod-,’ .the di’stancas ,at 
wh?ch operations frequently were conductfd in adi+nWbf rail.lines made ‘_ 

r 

it i.qrac$icable~ t,o: .nmplo~~.;a sitstom .:of Istip~ly- proaicated on a’ regulating 
‘ktatidn’and thr daily automatic arrival of the?‘.day’s, ration at, a given 
point,. . . ~~ .<,: ..~,....‘. ,. .:i,;. :y ..: ,, z. .::~~: * ‘. ,‘~ 

In. a&di.tion,, t,o:.thn;-Advance Bss%al.rf+?~ r-f&?06 to, gTy+lly~ 
field depots or dumps were built up near the troops.’ In some instances, 
the shortage of l?nd;,.tra.nsport.nedess~t~a~ed thF3ell:ine forward of a 
det&cbr&~ to secuce. a:;site,~for a field.depot; :wbiC3’mhen stocked Fould 
become the base of oprrations,for.a larg6r fo+c&. 

River steamers,.,with barges; WWF? a,ssigndd;.iti.&~ number of the 
operstions along the Tigr,is, to ,units‘:~as secorid litit? $r;inbnort and mere 
kept filled by. nat&ve craft. $y?ng.back rnd::forth frtin the~ngaP,est base. 

In Tocnshend 1:s a.dvancc ‘to Ctesiphon~, .:14 d@ 1. ‘ti~np~?e~ yeY,e r 
carried in river creft- for: ti?e,entire focde, 7. drys”. 8chmula,t@ at 
Aziiiya and from 10 to 12 weeks’ at -Kut.z ‘, “’ ,.. 

In Mnude’s advance, after his battles around Kut., the Inland 
Voter Transport organized what we.re tcrned ~forWtion”‘.iinits , “that is. c. 
ships and. barges, s.paci,,ally lokded Tith .co.-fpletb”r;tio~s’ fir ,tic:n :,n,d 
animals.for one division or brigade for sb nrlnp.dti@r; &nd these +its 
were’ ossignrd to each division. ” l 

In the~..opeyati:ons after the cap~tu,re of .Saghdaa, the, v+ous,; :, 
columns. employgd, ;a% different times, wem fi-eoiimtT$ &ssignePland 
trans$-t sufficient to carry.the supplies roouirtid for~the emected ~ 
period of the operations, the colum .returr?inp to”within ‘r+ch”gf it$ 
railroad before ~thesn su~~lias~ were. oxhatistod. 

,.::. ” L’ 
.,’ 
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1. ‘Vhile much can .,be? .sa.i.d-:on .the ,!polititial and’ stratlegical V&P 
portnnce ~ in the lk~rld %I-, of ths Mesopotamia. C&q&n and ,mo’st ‘miiitary 

r authorities ch~3ractenise iJ.t: a.6' an .nnehiomi-ca:l .anriliafia 0s‘ fo<ces in a 
thea.ter of very minor importance, it nevertheless affords many intmrest- 
ing and instructive lessons in the conduct of operations and the erscu- 

I tiOn Of assime+. tasks. _. Thcrefors ,, in the time sllonad for this lrcture, 
no attemt has box ~;.de to treat the campaign, from .a .viawnoin’Pothar, 

A ‘. than that of its comnnd,er in the fi‘>ld. ..” ,‘~’ ” ‘>‘~ : 
. 
% 

2. Coqaring Gnn~al Maudc’s organization pith that of Genpral 
Eixon :if?ords an excellent illustration of th? a~dvantapes axxruing to a 
COIW~nd-r of a rolotiv?ly small amedition she so org?niscs his forces 
that, +iie commanding tha n.xoedition, he is also the logical immsdiate 
conmand;zr of th? main fighting front. 

3. Th? campaign is rich in tactical lessons inoffnnse a~nd daf,>nso 
both Kith a,nd, .nithout Naval gun boats coop-rating, and with rivers, 
deserts, svatm,s. and defiles as obstacles. 

. 

i .> 
b 

4. The organiznt,ion and means for controlling civil and !>olitical 
affairs during the 
study. 

campaign ~uld make a subject for en instructive G-1 

5 . The employment of radio and the airplane during the siege of 
Xut introduced new forces to be reckoned 1vit.h in such operations. Their 
value as aides in maintaining mora~le, by keeping the Besieged in touch 
sith the outside norld, should not be overlooked. 

6. There is no evidence of utilizing, in this campaign, any now or 
untried moans of obtaining military information. Vhile the samp officer 
remained in charge of military intelligence throughout the campaign. it 
is interesting to note the different results a~ttainad in its tyo phases. 
IXlrine; the first phase there wa,s a very decided to:?dancy to discount 
information received from higher authority whpn it was at wriance with 
that obtainrd under the immediate suporvisiion or‘ tha oxpndition, Ofton 

with disastrous rnsults. On the other hand, during tho second phase 
all information rnct?ivrd, regardless of its source, WS= carefully wnighed, 
balanced, and finrlly evaluated with surprisingly accurate results. 

7. It is particularly valuable in the lessons it has to offer in 
the military onoration of inland prater~~ays. 

8. A study of this crmunign brings out in an unuau~lly forcible way 
the a.bsolute necessity of correctly estimating the logistical requirements 
fcr a cnmpn.ign and by proppr and timely planning, <assuring their fulfill- 
ment if success is to be assured. 

9. And in conclusion, we ‘rish to rxomnrnd th? study of this campaign, 
esuocially to those planning for expeditions requiring P long line of con-~ 
munications through an undevnlopcd coun,try or the establishment of a basr? 
in such a country, in the bcllef that such a study mill genr‘rplly load to 
a revision uprrnrd of the natimated tima, money, and total numb?r of men 
required to maintain a given number on tha fighting front. 
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